Luna Park--A Modern Amusement Wonder

JAPANESE TREA GARDENS IN TIHE
I.Lf.‘i{\ PARK.

HEN ono contemplates tho greats

nesd to which Luna park, the

wonderful amuscement place on

Coney Island, New York Harbor,

the thought I8 natural, "Whera
would Luna Park be If the Transmissippl
exposition had never been held In Omaha?™
Boefore that event B, 8 Dundy, Jr.,, woas
busy with hls clerleal dutles and Franh
Thompeon wos dolng well us nn architect
and nelthoer hoad ever shown any inelng-
tlon to enter the show business in any of
fts various branches. When the Omahs
exposition  was  opened  In 1808 USkipt
Dundy came to the front os owner of the
“shoot the chutes' concession, and later he
acquired nn Interest in the glant scesaw,
This waen't wn extenslve plunge, but i
wnr cenoufith to glve him the fover. Hig
Balince aut the cloge of the exposition was
mather on the red Ink side of the ledgery
but ho was out to get even, and followed
Omaha with an undertuking at Buffaloy
having Mr. Thompson for a parther

Thompson & Dunnlvant were architecty
and bullders and did most of the bullding
on the Omaha midway, One of the builde
Inges they put up was npever pald f(or bR
the originul oconecessionuire, who got off
bad from the very frst, and was forced tQ
eloss up before tho exposition hoad beeny
running six weeks, Thompson & Dunale
want took the bullding and rented it ta
another concesalonalre, who also scored &
fallure. In order to got thelr money oal
the architects put In & show of thelr own,
They didn't even know what to call it af
the start and wavered for gomo time bes
tween two pumes.  “Heaven and Hell” op
“Darkness and Dawn,” Finally, out of
deference to the proprieties, It was de-
clded to call the exhibition *Darkness and
Doawn,” and by thut strange perversily
that bas always marked the acton of
bhoodoon, (he entorprise wns  successiul
from the start. From the opening to
eloging timoe onch day the place wWas
thronged and when tha exposition closed
Thompson & Dunnivant found themselves
with a very handsome balance on the right
nlde, With Thompson's success nnd
Dundy's grit, the partners went to Buffalo,
and there did well on the midway., While
the Pan-American exposition was In
progress Greater New York was explored,
and this adventurous palr declded that the
Knlckorbockers were about ripe for the
springing of somothing new and novel In
the line of amusement enterprises,

Lunn park, on Coney Island, was the re-
sult of the deliberntions of this palr of
planners, and It was a winner from the
start. New York had never scon anything
Hko Ir, and that 1s a polite wiay of saying
that It was romething new under the sun.
It was bigger than anylhing In the world
last summer, and will now be bigger than
ftself (his summer.

Last year Luna park changed the en-
tire charncter of Coney Island and Massrs,
Thompson & Dundy have been accoreditod
as the actunl regenerntors of that widely
advortised resort. This year Luna park
with Ita great and many mprovements
bida falr to supersede and completely wb-
sorh even the name of Coney Islind,

Baturday, May 14, 18 the day ret for the
formnl opening of Luna park for the sen-
son of 1804, Blxteen acres have beon added,
making It thirty-clght In all and a0 ¢com-
plote and entlre change has been made,
the plant today reprosenting an expoendl-
ture of .70 They have double-decked
almost all of the space they occupled last
yeur, which has heen eulled the Baby-
lonian Hanging Gardens, and which gives
an Increased capucity of over 700688 people,
and Is at the same time a grest pro-
tectlon agninst raln or the sun. "Thess
guardens will be covered with palms and
shrubbery and flower beds, There will ba
a soore of lttle tea houves among them,
where gelsha girle will serve tea and
where everything will have o Jdistinet Japa-
nese atmosphere It wilt bo a restful
place, where no xelling of peanuts ar candy
or “spelling® for shows will be pormitted.
In one corger there will be & restaurant,

BABYLONIAN HANGING GARDENS AT

CIRCIUS MAXIMIUTS AT LUNA PARK-THREE-RING MID ATR ARENA WHERR

THE PERFORMANCE IS FREE,

" sl

THE DURBAR PROCESSION AT NIGHT IN THE STREETS OF DELHI, LUNA PARK-THE ELEPIANTS ARE COVERED
1

WITH THOUSANDS OF ELECIRIC LIGHTS

HOWDAHS.

Thompson & Dundy mean that It shall be
i good restaurant, So they have given the
privilege (o a firm of caterers that does o
great and high-priced buTiness in o Wall
street ofMice bLullding on very low terins,
on conditlon that the contract may be
broken on twenty-four hours' pnotice,

The greater part of the extrn sixteen
acres will be given up to o reproduction
of a street In the anclent city of Delhl,
Indin, ‘The presence of 300 natives of Indin,
including acrobuls, snanke chiarmers, yogl,
and artisans of various erafits, will give
local color, Tha visitors at this show will
soe, passing through the street, the largest
elophant herd In the world, forty camels,
and 100 horees decked out with silk, satin
and gilt reproductions of the gorgeous trap-
pinga which the princes of India put upon
Lthelr ‘royal beasts in honor of thelr em-
peror bt the world's mos=t famous pageant,
the “Durbar,’” In Joanuary, 1908  An llua-
tration of the workings of Thompson's in-
genully Is given by the fauct that In the
night parade the jJewels on the elephant
trappings will be represented by hundreds
of minlature colored electric lamps, opers
oted by storage batleries concealed In the
howdahs. In one corner of the Strects of
Delhl & large pool hns beon constructed,
whero twelve clephants  will  chute the
chutes. This Is a novel and sonsational
act that Is known as the "Plunging Ele-
phants."

Thers will be a three-ring aerlal elreus,
with the rings suspended over the lagoon
at the foot of the chuteg, where n prac-
tieally contnuous free clecus performancs
will he given day and night, st which all
the newest and most sensational ring acls
of Europe and Ameriea will be presentoed.

War ks hell”™ will show real ships In roal
snn Neghts on real water Another now
feature will be "Fire and Flames” An
enlire elty block has been erected, Includ-
Ing o thoater, gchoulhousy, o tenement and
& lx-story hotel, The street In front of 1t
Is regularly paved. There are real street
Jumps on the wcorners Renl Hrooklyn
raptd transit trolley ears will run in front
on renl trocks. Greek frult and peanut
venders will obstruct the curbsa, Aulomo-

rbllos, trucks and handsome cabs will run

around the corner. Just before the fire
ghow performance beglne two men will
murch through the park with a banmner
thirty feet long on which this legend will
bo inseribed in very large letters: *"The cry
of fire will soon be raised. There s no
cause for alarm. 1t ls part of the perform-
ance.” Then a puff of fire will come from
o window In the block. A puliceman will
ring In an alarm. Four engines, with thelr
hose carts, the water tower, a hook and
lndder company and a scarch lght, will
dasli up.

There will be rescucs by scaling lndders,
Women and children will jump Into life-
nets and the people in the theater will be
rushed out to safoty after Jlessra, Thomp-
son & Dundy’s own patent plan for theat-
rical safeguards, The bulldings, of course,
are made of steel and asbestos and cannot
burn down, but the audience aoross theo
street from the fire will think so. The fire
department, which is under the command
of Chlef Henry W, McAdams, for twenty.
one years chief Instructor and drill master
of the New York fire depurtment, is al-
wavs on duty and Is one of Luna Park's
moany safeguands agninst fire. The park is
equipped with salt water malns, which
proved their eflicieney when Lthey were putl
at the city dopartment's disposal during
the great Concy Islund flre lust full and
¢nabled It to stop the Nerce conflugration,

All of the old shows and attroctions that
demonstrated thelr popularity et summer
will be at Luana Park agoaln Ahls year, in=
cluding “A Trip to the Moon,” chute (he
ehutes, "Twanty Thousand leoagueys Un-
der tha Sea'' the old mill, the Infunt fn-
cubators and the heltersskelter slide. The
two new thrillers will e whirl the whirl
and the clrcling swing.

Townrd the end of lnst season an entirely
new kind of people began to make thelr
presence felt In the Coney Island crowda
They began to come down to Lunn park
on woak days, until toward the lust of the
season the Saturdny and Sunday receipts,
large as they wers, were hardly lnrger
than those of the formerly despised sluck

LLUMINATED FROM STORAGH

BATTERIES CARRIED IN THH

days. This meant that people were visits
ing the place who wers so well off that
they did not have to walt for Saturday for
their spending money.

The running expenses of Luna Park for
the coming season are figured at $500,000.
Thirty detectlves with some extra men
from the detective agencles and the city
detective force have been employed to
keep out thleves and Improper persons and
to maintain perfect order.

“We'll have people coming from furthee
away to ses Lunn Park before we get
through,” says the always confldent and
always correct Dundy, “than they will go
to see o world's fair. No world's falr can
Induce any sane showman to put up for
a single season such an amusement plant
as wo have put up here. We're here Lo
stay. We've got to make a reputation
this summer that will kefp men, women
and children coming out here in 1906 and
1906 and so0 on indefinitely.”

Enoch Arden Variations

The story of Enoch Arden appeals
strongly to the hearts of readers, and it
is negumed that Tennyson foresaw what
would actually happen should the ship-
wrecked sallor, returning after years of
exlle, discover his girl-wife to be now
the contented. spouse of another, nate
urally supposing ber first husbund to be
deaid, In the story Enoch gazed long at
hig early lova through the window, them
with great self-sbnegation left ber In hew
happinesgs (though he wius Inconslstent (o
make sure that she should know aof his res-
turn and belated death). Everybody fecls
thit Enoch did right in notl Intruding on
the peaceful home,

Yot In practical Hfe this s not ale
wiuys the way, At SBtowe, Vi, a dramsg
having Lhe game elements ran differentlys
An Enoch Arden thero returned after yoars
of absence to find his spouse tha wife of
another man, What he did waa to punch
the new hushand. Then the wife came to
the ald of husband No, 2, and together they
bundled the Intruder Into the street with
ihe threat of a broken head should be res
turm.




